Lipid Absorption: Biochemical and Clinical Aspects edited by K Rommel and H Goebell pp xi+352 illustrated £12.50 Lancaster: MTP 1976 This volume represents the proceedings of an international conference with 54 participants held in Germany in May 1975, and contains a series of brief, general and specific reviews of a high standard, with a concluding series of short research papers. The recurring theme is malassimilation of lipid in man and how it should be approached clinically and in the laboratory, but coverage ranges freely into related areas including lipoproteins and apolipoprotein organization with abetalipoproteinwmia as a model system, hypercholesterolimia, intestinal ultrastructure
and lipid digestion in ruminants. Useful discussion is also included, and all sections carry full and upto-date bibliographes.
This excellent volume seems particularly well organized with the result that the reader with specific clinical or molecular interests is well served but the general reader will also be able to dip in and follow up without undue difficulty.
A F WINDER Department ofPathology Institute of Ophthalmology, London Clinical Andrology by G Hellinga pp x+294 illustrated £13.75 London: William Heinemann Medical 1976 Disorders and afflictions peculiar to men, in contrast to those peculiar to women, have received little attention at the hands of medical authors. Dr Hellinga's book is therefore welcome, especially as it reflects the personal views he has developed over the course of more than twenty-five years' singleminded devotion to andrology. Not everyone will necessarily agree with all he says, but it all deserves their careful consideration. This is no mere textbook of seminal analysis; on the contrary, its range is extensive, dealing not only with male infertility and its investigation, but also with abnormal sexual function and intersexuality. It is infused with an underlying system of logic, best illustrated perhaps by the schema Dr Hellinga adopts of considering the functioning of the testicles in nine grades, depending upon whether spermatogenesis and Leydig cell function are, separately, normal, absent or impaired. Though principally to be recommended for the originality of its views and exposition, the book is liberally supplied with references, especially to the non-English reader who is apt to be unfamiliar with the mass of published work in this field outside his own language. G I M SWYER
Consultant Endocrinologist University College Hospital
Hypnotism, Hysteria and Epilepsy: An Historical Synthesis by E M Thornton pp 205 illustrated £5.95 London: William Heinemann Medical 1976 This volume presents a most scholarly account of the development of hypnosis from the time of Mesmer. There are many quotations from historical documents that give a vivid and revealing view of the subject. The author also has some interesting observations on the history of epilepsy and varieties of abnormal experience and movement, particularly in a religious context.
The author proposes the thesis that the manifestations of hypnosis and even hysteria are likely to be due to the induction of temporal lobe epilepsy by the procedures employed by the hypnotist. This mechanism may well explain some of the crises in Mesmer's subjects but hysterical fits are commonplace even today and conversely subjects in deep hypnotic trances have a normal EEG.
Despite the loose synthesis, the bulk of this book provides a very readable and instructive historical account of a subject which is still very much alive despite the author's valedictory chapter. The aim of this book, as its title and introduction make clear, is to draw the attention of pediatricians to the ever-present relevance of psychiatric aspects in developing children who come under their care as sick children. Gone are the days, with few exceptions, when pzediatric doctors and their staff had an overwhelming majority of severely sick and dying children who could only be cured if the correct medicines were available. The book is not so much an attempt to teach psychiatry to pediatricians as to remind them of services available; and alongside that to follow how and why such tactics are virtually indispensable in reaching full understanding of the presenting clinical features. The whole emphasis thus emerges as a description of how teamwork can enrich pavdiatric practice. It skilfully avoids attempting to over-simplify methods used in therapy; rather it succeeds in directing attention to factors likely to distort and disturb the reaction of child and family towards the illness as a whole.
The references follow each chapter, covering a wide range without overloading the reader. Clini Written for doctors working with children in family practice and clinics, the introduction includes pleas for pxdiatric concern for mentally handicapped children and for skilled medical care of intercurrent illness. After a chapter on definition, prevalence and trends, in which there is a table demonstrating medical diagnosis in 89 % of Salford children reviewed in 1974, the author develops his thesis by chapters on early identification, prenatal and postnatal; and clinical investigation. This section contains many tables with a disproportionate concentration on differential diagnosis of rare biochemical disorders, more the province of the hospital pediatrician. The section on childhood psychosis confuses the terms autism and psychosis, and few would agree that the hyperkinetic syndrome is a psychotic state, or that there is always severe mental handicap. A generally good chapter on prompt treatment is followed by one on full assessment, uncritically over-inclusive of psychological tests. Guidance for parents contains helpful advice and lists publications and films, but is it acceptable that hysterectomy is a practical solution to the problems of hygiene training at puberty? Short chapters on education from birth, and proper placement and integration into society complete the book. References This book replaces the first report of the International Committee on Nomenclature of Viruses by P Wildy, published in 1971. That monograph described and defined forty-three groups of viruses some of which were designated by approved family or generic names, and thus introduced a system which brought some order into the confusion which had resulted from the rapid discovery of so many new viruses. It became an essential reference book for virologists everywhere.
This new report brings up to date the present position, drawing together the findings of separate subcommittees set up to study the viruses of bacteria, plants, vertebrate animals and invertebrates.
These findings have been set out clearly, listing the taxa of viruses, brief descriptions of their characteristics and with their approved names. Cryptograms are included to indicate some of the
